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GROWTH    IN    LANGUAGE    ABILITY
Language is an integral part of the child's total behavior.
It is an expression of biological needs and psychological
states. These are the stimuli to speech.
The infant goes through many stages in vocalization be-
tween the birth cry and proficiency in understanding and
speaking the language which he hears. The first cries are
made more or less mechanically in response to internal sensa-
tions of pain, hunger, or satisfaction. These cries differ in
quality. The intermittent wail of hunger can usually be
distinguished from the sharp, crescendo cry of anger; the
brief, high-pitched, shrill scream of pain; the long-drawn,
droning cry of drowsiness; and the eager crow of delight. It
is difficult, however, to tell from the cry alone the mental
state of the baby.
The First Words. — Genuine speech usually evolves
through the following phases: (1) crying mechanically from
hunger, pain, or any unusual stimulation; (2) grunting and
cooing, quieted by familiar voice and music; (3) babbling
continually, adding new sounds to his large repertory of
syllables, sounds, and inflections; (4) repeating his favorite
sounds interminably; (5) responding in appropriate ways
to words heard, as for example, playing pat-a-cake at com-
mand or waving the hand when a person says "wave bye-
bye"; (6) knowing brother or sister's name and names of a
few objects; (7) imitating the sounds made by other persons
which resemble his own babbling sounds; (8) imitating
words spoken by others; and (9) saying single words, pairs,
of words, and sentences. No two babies follow this develop-
mental sequence in exactly the same way. They do, how-
ever, grunt and babble before they use speech for social
purposes. They talk their own language with its own in-
tonations and inflections before they speak comprehensible
words. They use pronouns some time after they have spoken
their first word. During the first two years of Jife they make
definite, though not continuous and uniformly patterned;*
progress toward speech.

